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This legislation is thoroughly one-sided. Though the
husband be cruel, and untrue to his wife, this does not
free her from her obligations to him. "Though un-
observant of approved usages, or enamoured of another
woman, or devoid of good qualities, yet a husband must
constantly be revered as a god by a virtuous wife/' *
The result of such teaching is that when a husband is
unfaithful, there is no redress for the injured wife. She
cannot obtain a divorce ; were such a course possible,
she would be treated as a widow.

The wife, according to the same authority, is forbidden
the comfort of approaching the gods in her own name.
"No sacrifice is allowed to women apart from their
husbands, no religious rite, no fasting. As far only as
a wife honours her husband, so far she is exalted in
heaven. A faithful wife who wishes to attain in heaven
the mansion of her husband must do nothing unkind to
him, be he living or dead/' f Of course women visit the
shrines, but it is only in their husband's name they can
approach the gods. It is further declared that "women
have no concern with the Vedas. This is lawfully settled.
Having, therefore, no evidence of law, and no knowledge
of expiatory texts, sinful women must be as foul as false-
hood itself/7 In perfect accord with this is the teaching
of some sects that women cannot obtain final emanci-
pation, the highest bliss of heaven, until in later lives
they have been born as men.

The bond uniting a woman to her husband is indis*
soluble even by death. " Let her (a widow) emaciate
her body by living voluntarily on pure flowers, roots,
and fruit; but let her not, when her lord is deceased,
even pronounce the name of another man. Let her
continue until death, forgiving injuries, performing harsh

* Chap. v. p. 154.                           t Chap. v. pp. 155, 156.